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Under the Minamata Convention on Mercury, 

it is recognized that the provision of 

financial support to developing countries 

will improve the effective implementation of 

the Convention’s obligations. 

A Minamata Initial Assessment is an enabling 

activity which assists countries in determining the 

requirements and needs for the ratification and/or 

implementation of the Minamata Convention.

Developed as a Global Environment Facility 

(GEF) enabling activity.

Minamata 

Initial 

Assessment

(MIA)
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BENEFITS OF MIAs

Provides a 

starting point 

for addressing 

the national 

mercury 

situation in 

these countries 

Increases data 

availability and 

allows 

comparisons 

on a national, 

regional and 

global scale 

Gives countries 

confidence to 

ratify and/or 

implement to 

the Minamata 

Convention 

Strengthens 

chemical 

management in 

the region

Opportunities 

for future work 

towards 

protecting 

health and 

environment in 

the Caribbean
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The BCRC-Caribbean

UNEP has acted as the Implementing Agency for these MIA  

Projects.

The Biodiversity Research Institute (BRI) was recruited as the 

Technical Experts for 9 of the MIAs conducted and built 

capacity for the BCRC-Caribbean to act as the Technical 

Expert in the 10th MIA. 

in our role to serve the Caribbean region in

meeting the obligations of the Minamata

Convention on Mercury has acted as the Executing

Agency/ Co-Executing Agency in 10 Caribbean

countries for the completion of their MIAs.
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• Jamaica (2018)

• Saint Kitts and Nevis (2018)

• Saint Lucia (2018)

• Trinidad and Tobago (2018)

• Belize (2021)

• Antigua and Barbuda (2021)

• Dominica (2021)

• Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (2021-ongoing)

• Grenada (ongoing)

• The Bahamas (ongoing)

NOTE: In the region, MIAs for Dominican

Republic, Guyana and Suriname were conducted

under other executing agencies and Cuba’s

is ongoing.

5



MIA OUTCOMES
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MIA Priorities for Action

Through MIA Projects, a baseline for furthering mercury

management priorities was identified and funding opportunities

were made available and more accessible:

For example, the following projects were executed in the region based on

MIA outputs:

• Fish Mercury Biomonitoring in the Caribbean Region

• Mercury Monitoring in Women of Child-Bearing Age from SIDS around the world

(Hair sampling)

• Identification of Feasible Strategies for the Environmentally Sound Disposal of

Spent Lighting Products in the Caribbean
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Some Related 

MIA Outputs

In addition to the MIA Reports, other 

outputs were developed under the MIA or 

related projects to further promote the 

need for building capacity for mercury 

management.

These included:

Assessment Reports

Technical Briefing Documents

Awareness Raising Material 
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MIA Priorities for Action

Through MIA Projects, a baseline for furthering mercury

management priorities is identified.

In the context of the Minamata Convention Specific International Programme

Project “Facilitating Capacity-building with Technical Assistance and Technology

Transfer for Managing Mercury in the Caribbean”, the MIAs provided the basis for

the identification of the institutional needs and capacity-building requirements of

the Caribbean region as a whole.
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THANK YOU!
#8 Alexandra Street, 
St. Clair, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago 

Tel: 1 868 628-8369

info@bcrc-caribbean.org

www.bcrc-caribbean.org

@ Basel Convention Regional Centre - Caribbean

@bcrc.caribbean

@bcrccaribbean
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