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This  in i t iat ive  a ims to  st rengthen the enforcement  ef for ts
for  the e l iminat ion of  mercury-added sk in  l ightening
products  (SLPs)  in  t rade through knowledge shar ing and
informat ion exchange wi th  Jamaica Customs Agency and
re lated stakeholders .  Nat ional  Customs Of f icers  wi l l  have
a better  understanding of :

The issues posed by mercury-added SLPs  and the
Jamaica Government ’s  obl igat ions as  a  Party  to  the
Minamata Convent ion on Mercury .
Thei r  expected ro le  in  the implementat ion of
monitor ing and contro l  of  t rade on mercury-added
SLPs .  
Methods to  ident i fy  and monitor  imports  and exports
of  mercury-added SLPs .  

What will you learn?

Monday, 30 March 2026
1:00 - 4:00 PM  (UTC-5)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSea-3GBNsSI6yYAUBIMoFT8C2b92KvVOhm1Jg8eumr-v_Pilw/viewform?usp=header
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T h e  p r o j e c t ,  E l i m i n a t i n g  M e r c u r y  S k i n  L i g h t e n i n g  P r o d u c t s
w h i c h  i s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t  F a c i l i t y  ( G E F ) ,
i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o g r a m m e
( U N E P )  a n d  c o - e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n
( W H O )  a n d  B i o d i v e r s i t y  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  ( B R I )  i n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  o f  G a b o n ,  J a m a i c a ,  a n d  S r i
L a n k a .  

T h e  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  m e r c u r y  c o n t a i n i n g  s k i n
l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s  ( S L P s )  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o
d e v e l o p  o r  s t r e n g t h e n  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o
p h a s e  o u t  S L P s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  M i n a m a t a  C o n v e n t i o n ;  e n g a g i n g
s u p p l y  c h a i n  a c t o r s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a d e
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s k i n  l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s ;  s t r e n g t h e n i n g
n a t i o n a l  c a p a c i t i e s  i n  t e s t i n g  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s k i n
l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g  o f  c u s t o m  a g e n t s ;
a n d  r a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o u n t r i e s
a n d  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l s .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  p r o j e c t  w o r k ,  J a m a i c a  h a s  t a k e n  s e v e r a l  s t e p s
t o w a r d s  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s  t h a t  i n c l u d e
a w a r e n e s s  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e g u l a t o r y  r e v i e w s  o f  e x i s t i n g
l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  a
r a p i d  b a s e l i n e  s t u d y  o f  S L P s  s o l d  i n  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l
m a r k e t s  i n - c o u n t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  o n l i n e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y
o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s  a n d  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p a t h w a y s .  

Background

For more information, visit:
UNEP Global Mercury
Partnership- Eliminating
Mercury Skin Lightening
Products

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products
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Opening Remarks  and Object ives  of  Tra in ing

Overv iew of  the issues posed by mercury-added sk in
l ightening products  and measures  being taken under  the
Minamata Convent ion on Mercury

F indings of  rapid SLP  sampl ing exerc ises  in  Jamaica and
how that  in forms the ident i f icat ion of  t rends in
dist r ibut ion and importat ion  

Trends observed in  onl ine sales  assessments  of  SLPs  and
recommendat ions 

Tools  to  Enhance Mercury  Trade Management :  Ident i fy ing
Mercury-added Sk in  L ightening Products  
·HS  Codes
·Database Use
·R isk  Prof i l ing and Analyt ical  Screening of  Suspected
Goods

Enforcement  Act ions  for  Jamaica

Open Discuss ion on Needs and Capaci t ies  for
Enforcement  of  Bans of  Mercury-Added Sk in  L ightening
Products  

Wrap up of  D iscuss ions and Clos ing Remarks  

Webinar Agenda
Monday 30 March 2026

13:00  - 16:00 UTC-5

T ime UTC-5

13 :00 -  13 :35  

13 :35 -  13 :55 

 

13 :55 -  14 : 15

14 : 15  -  14 :35

14 :35 -  15 :05

15 :05 -  15 :25

15 :25 -  15 :45

15 :45 -  16 :00

The workshop wi l l  be held  onl ine v ia  Zoom.

To receive the meet ing l ink ,  p lease register  on or  before
Fr iday 27  March 2026.  

I f  you exper ience any issues register ing ,  k indly  emai l :
a l l i son . foster@br iwi ld l i fe .org and tahl ia .a l ishah@br iwi ld l i fe .org
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